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Books Origins of Moral-Political Philosophy in Early China: Contestation of
Humaneness, Justice, and Personal Freedom (Oxford University Press, 2021)

* Joseph Levenson Prize Honorable Mention for distinguished scholarship on pre-1900
China, Association for Asian Studies, 2023

Book panel, American Philosophical Association Central Division annual meeting,
Denver, February 24, 2023

Book roundtable, American Academy of Religion annual meeting, Denver, November
21, 2022

Book symposium, City University of Hong Kong, February 4, 2022

Interviewed by the New Books Network on the book, March 24, 2022

Reviewed in:
1. Philosophy East and West 73-2, special feature: author meets six critics, 2023
(1) “Philosophy and History, Customs and Ethics,” by Hui-chieh Loy

(2) “Humaneness and Justice in the Analects: On Tao Jiang’s Origin of
Moral-Political Philosophy in Earlier China,” by Hagop Sarkissian

(3) “Mencius and Xunzi between Humaneness and Justice,” by Sungmoon Kim

(4) “Toleration and Justice in the Laozs: Engaging with Tao Jiang’s Origin of
Moral-Political Philosophy in Earlier China,” by Yuan Ai

(5) “Tao Jiang on the Fz Tradition,” by Yuri Pines

(6) “The Zbhuangzi: Personal Freedom and/or Incongruity of Names?”, by Paul J.
D’Ambrosio

(7) “Reply to Discussion of Origin of Moral-Political Philosophy in Earlier China:
Contestation of Humaneness, Justice, and Personal Freedom,” by Tao Jiang

2. Mind, by Bryan Van Norden, April 2023

3. Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews, by Eric Hutton, April 2023

4. H-Net Reviews, by Hung-Yok Ip, April 2023

S. Journal of Social and Political Philosophy 2.2, by Ellie Hua Wang, 2023

6. British Journal for the History of Philosophy 30:6, by Shoufu Yin, 2022

7. The Journal of Asian Studies 81:3, by Yuri Pines, 2022

8. Journal of Confucian Philosophy and Culture 37, by Karyn Lai, 2022

9. Theoria: A Journal of Social and Political Theory 69:3, by Douglas L. Berger, 2022
10. Dao 21, by Fan He, 2022

11. Journal of Chinese Philosophy 49, by Zemian Zheng, 2022

Chinese translation of Origins of Moral-Political Philosophy in Early China to be
published by 2025.



Work in

Progress

Articles

Contexts and Dialogue: Yogiacara Buddhism and Modern Psychology on the
Subliminal Mind (University of Hawaii Press, 2006)

* Reviewed in:
Philosophy East and West 59:1, by Paul Brownell, 2009
Journal of Chinese Philosophy 35:2, by Peter D. Hershock, 2008
Buddbist-Christian Studies 30, by Benjamin J. Chicka, 2010
H-Net Reviews, by James Behuniak, 2007
Dao 6, by Dirck Vorenkamp, 2007

The Reception and Rendition of Freud in China: China’s Freudian Slip. Edited
by Tao Jiang and Philip J. Ivanhoe. Routledge, 2013

Free Will: A Comparative Approach

Zhuangzi and the Project of Political Freedom
Linji’s Chan/Zen Cultivation of Character

Buddha Nature in Medieval Chinese Intellectual History

“Fajia and the Mobhists,” in the Dao Companion to China’s Fa Traditions, edited by Yuri
Pines, forthcoming from Springer, 2024.

“When Buddha Nature was not the Buddha Nature: Foxing, Shen and the Birth of a
New Conception of Mind in Early Medieval China,” in Oxford Handbook of Chinese
Philosophy, edited by Justin Tiwald, forthcoming from Oxford University Press, 2024.

“Reply to Discussion of Origins of Moral-Political Philosophy in Early China:
Contestation of Humaneness, Justice, and Personal Freedom,” in Philosophy East and West
73.2 (2023)

“Personal Freedom and the Good Life in the Zhuangzi,” in the Dao Companion to the
Philosophy of the Zhuangzi, edited by Kim-Chong Chong. Springer, 2022.

“Detachment: A Trait-Reliablist Virtue in Linji’s Chan Buddhism,” in Ernest Sosa
Encountering Chinese Philosophy: A Cross-Cultural Approach to Virtue Epistemology,
edited by Yong Huang. Bloomsbury, 2022.

“Beyond Dust and Grime,” in Aeon Magazine (2022)



“Ambivalence of Family and Disunity of Virtues in Mencius’ Political Philosophy,” in
Journal of Confucian Philosophy and Culture 70.33 (2020)

“Moral Therapy and the Imperative of Empathy: Mencius Encountering Slote,” in
Michael Slote Encountering Chinese Philosophy: A Cross-Cultural Approach to Ethics and
Moral Philosophy, edited by Yong Huang. Bloomsbury, 2020.

“Character is the Way: The Path to Spiritual Freedom in the Linji [u,” in
Dao Companion to Chinese Buddhist Philosophy, edited by Youru Wang and Sandra
Wawrytko. Springer, 2018.

“Oneness and its Discontent: Contesting Ren in Classical Chinese Philosophy,” in The
Oneness Hypothesis: Beyond the Boundary of the Self, co-edited by Philip J. Ivanhoe,
Owen Flanagan, Victoria Harrison, Hagop Sarkissian, and Eric Schwitzgebel. Columbia
University Press, 2018.

“The Problem of Authorship and the Project of Chinese Philosophy: ZHUANG Zhou
and the Zhuangzi between Sinology and Philosophy in the Western Academy,” in Dao:
A Journal of Comparative Philosophy 15.1 (2016)

“Incommensurability of Two Conceptions of Reality: Dependent Origination and
Emptiness in Nagarjuna’s MMK,” in Philosophy East and West 64.1 (2014)

“Introduction,” co-authored with Philip J. Ivanhoe, in The Reception and Rendition of
Freud in China: China’s Freudian Slip, edited by Tao Jiang and Philip J. Ivanhoe.
Routledge, 2013.

“Xuanzang and Freud,” in The Reception and Rendition of Freud in China: China’s
Freudian Slip, edited by Tao Jiang and Philip J. Ivanhoe. Routledge, 2013.

“Isaiah Berlin’s Challenge to the Zhuangzian Freedom,” in Journal of Chinese Philosophy
39 (2012, supplement issue)

“Two Notions of Freedom in Classical Chinese Thought: The Concept of Hua (1t) in
the Zhuangzi and the Xunzi,” in Dao: A Journal of Comparative Philosophy X.4 (2011)

“Linji and William James on Mortality: Two Versions of Pragmatism,” in Mortality in
Traditional China, edited by Amy Olberding and Philip J. Ivanhoe, State University of
New York Press, 2011.

“Augustine and Aquinas on the Will” (in Chinese), in Frontiers of Western Philosophy,
edited by Jiyuan Yu. Beijing, China: Renmin University Press, 2008.



Services

“The Dilemma of Skillful Means in Buddhist Pedagogy: Desire and Education in the
Lotus Sutra,” in Education and Their Purposes: A Philosophical Dialogue among Cultures,
edited by Roger Ames and Peter Hershock, University of Hawaii Press, 2007.

“Intimate Authority: The Rule of Ritual in Classical Confucian Political Discourse,”
Chapter Two in Confucian Cultures of Authority in Practice: China, edited by Roger

Ames and Peter Hershock, State University of New York Press, 2006.
“The Problematic of Continuity: Nishida Kitard and Aristotle,” in Philosophy East and

West 55:3 (2005)

“Alayavijiana and the Problematic of Continuity in the Cheng Weishi Lun,” in Journal
of Indian Philosophy 33:3 (2005)

“Accessibility of the Subliminal Mind: Transcendence vs. Immanence,” in Continental

Philosophy Review 38:3-4 (2005)

“The Storehouse Consciousness and the Unconscious: A Comparative Study of
Xuanzang and Freud on the Subliminal Mind,” in Journal of the American Academy
of Religion 72:1 (2004)

“The Role of History in Chan/Zen Enlightenment,” in Dao: A Journal of Comparative
Philosophy 1V.1 (2004)

“A Buddhist Scheme in Engaging Modern Science: The Case of Taixu (1890-1947),” in
Journal of Chinese Philosophy 29:4 (2002)

“The Problematic of Whole/Part and the Horizon of the Enlightened in Huayan
Buddhism,” in Journal of Chinese Philosophy 28:4 (2001)

Rutgers University

Chair of Department of Religion 2010-2013, 2013-2016, 2020-2023
Founder and co-director of Rutgers Workshop on Chinese Philosophy 2012 - present
Executive Committee, School of Arts and Sciences (SAS) 2013 - 2014
Advisory Committee for Appointments and Promotions, SAS 2019 - 2021
New Brunswick Faculty Council 2007 - 2012

Services to the Profession
Co-chair, Neo-Confucian Studies Seminar at Columbia University 2010 - present

Academic Program Reviewer of Department of Classics and Religious Studies at
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 2024



Book

Reviews

Co-chair, Buddhist Philosophy Unit, American Academy of Religion 2018 - 2021
Member of the Program Committee, American Academy of Religion 2016 - 2020
Best First Book Award Jury, American Academy of Religion 2013 - 2016

Member of the Standing Review Board, Humanities and Social Sciences Panel of the
Research Grants Council, Hong Kong 2012 - 2018

Co-chair, Religions in Chinese and Indian Cultures: A Comparative Perspective Group,
American Academy of Religion 2011 - 2016

Member of the Committee on the Status of Asian and Asian-American Philosophers
and Philosophies, American Philosophical Association 2004 - 2007

Member of the Editorial Boards

Journal of Buddhist Philosophy

Journal of Chinese Philosophy

Dao: A4 Journal of Comparative Philosophy

Journal of Confucian Philosophy and Culture

Book series: Oxford Translations of Chinese Thought

Review of Transforming Consciousness: Yogacara Thought in Modern China (edited by
John Makeham, Oxford University Press, 2014), Frontiers of Philosophy in China, 10.3
(2015)

Review of The Imperative of Understanding: Chinese Philosophy, Comparative Philosophy,
and Onto-Hermeneutics (edited by On-cho Ng, Global Scholarly Publishing, 2008),
Journal of Chinese Philosophy 38.1 (2011)

Review of Wendy Larson’s From Ab Q to Lei Feng: Freud and Revolutionary Spirit in
20th Century China (Stanford, 2009), The China Journal, No. 63 (2010)

Review of Youru Wang’s Linguistic Strategies in Daoist Zhuangzi and Chan Buddbism
(Routledge/Curzon, 2003), Journal of Chinese Religion, No. 36 (2008)

Review of Buddbisms and Deconstructions (edited by Jin Y. Park, Rowman and
Littlefield, 2006), Journal of the American Academy of Religion 75.1 (2007)

Review of Xueguo Wu’s Domains and Interpretations: The Transition from the Theory of
Being to the Linguistic Dimension in the Consciousness-only School of Buddhbism (Shanghai,
China: People’s Press of Shanghai), Dao: A Journal of Comparative Philosophy IV.2
(2005)



Select

Presentations

Review of Thomas Kasulis’s Intimacy or Integrity: Philosophy and Cultural Difference
(University of Hawaii Press, 2002), Journal of the American Academy of Religion 72:3
(2004)

Review of David R. Loy’s 4 Buddbist History of the West: Studies in Lack (SUNY
2002), Journal of Chinese Philosophy 31:1 (2004)

“Anger, Justice, and Their Buddhist Discontent,” 12th East-West Philosophers’
Conference, University of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI, May 24-31, 2024.

“Zhuangzi and the tragedy of personal freedom in Chinese history,” Gil and Ruth Fleer
Lecture, Central Methodist University, Fayette, MO, March 27, 2024.

“Origins of Moral-Political Philosophy in Early China,” Comparative Philosophy
Workshop at Sun Yat-sen University, Zhuhai, China, March 13, 2024.

“Zhuangzi and the possibility of a new political imaginaire,” international conference,
“Echoes of the Past, Visions for the Future,” Harvard University, Cambridge, MA,
March 8-9, 2024.

“The Laozi in the Context of pre-Qin Chinese Philosophy,” L’Ecole Pratique des Hautes
Etudes, Paris, France, Nov. 27, 2023.

“Interpreting the Linji [u: Historical vs. Philosophical Approaches,” Centre d¥tudes
interdisciplinaires sur le buddhisme, Institut national des langues et civilisations
orientales (INALCO), Paris, France, Nov. 10, 2023.

“Zhuangzi and the tragedy of personal freedom in Chinese history,” Vrije Universiteit in
Amsterdam, the Netherlands, Nov. 6, 2023.

“Authorship and Its Challenge to Philosophical Interpretations,” in the workshop,
“Meeting in the Middle: Methodological Discussions in Sinology and Chinese
Philosophy,” Leiden Center for Intercultural Philosophy, Leiden University, the
Netherlands, Nov. 3, 2023.

“The  Private Domain and  Personal Freedom in  Chinese Philosophy,”
Aristotle-Confucius Symposium on Ethics for the 21st Century, Athens & Thessaloniki,
Greece, July 3-8, 2023.

“Zhuangzi’s Political Philosophy,” Wuhan University, Wuhan, China, May 26, 2023.



“Internal Conflict in Mencius’ Thought,” Renmin University, Beijing, China, May 22,
2023.

“Zhuangzi in the Context of Early Chinese Philosophy,” Renmin University, Beijing,
China, May 23, 2023.

“My Experience as a Comparative Philosopher,” international conference, “Whither
Comparative Philosophy?: Chinese Philosophy Encountering Other Traditions in the
World,” Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, April 14-15, 2023.

“Zhuangzi and the Tragedy of Personal Freedom in Chinese History,” Oakley Center for
Humanities & Social Sciences, Williams College, Williamstown, MA, April 24, 2023.

Panel discussion with Ian Johnson on conceptions of hell in Chinese religions, Asia
Society, New York, NY, March 15, 2023.

“Origins of Moral-Political Philosophy in Early China”, Fordham Chinese Studies Winter
Colloquium, Fordham University, New York, NY, Feb. 23, 2023.

“Fajia and the Mohists,” Hawaii International Conference on Chinese Studies (HICCS),
University of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI, Jan. 4-6, 2023.

“How to Read Ancient Chinese Philosophy: Interpretation and the Problem of
Authorship,” Center for Chinese Studies, University of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI, Oct. 19,
2022.

“Anger, Justice, and Their Buddhist Discontent,” Conference on “Buddhism and
Non-Violence,” American University, Washington, D.C., Oct. 6-7, 2022.

Keynote speaker. “Personal Freedom in the Zhuangzi,” Nordic Network on Chinese
Thought, University of Lapland, Rovaniemi, Finland, Oct. 14, 2022.

“The Good Life in the Zhuangzi,” The Citadel, Charleston, SC, Sept. 26, 2022.

“Zhuangzi’s Idea of Personal Freedom,” Workshop on Ancient Wisdom for Modern
Challenges, Academy of Athens, Athens, Greece, July 6-8, 2022.

“Personal Freedom and the Good Life in the Zhuangzi,” Collaborative Learning Lecture
Series, East China Normal University, Shanghai, China, June 1, 2022.

Interviewed by the New Books Network on my book, Origins of Moral-Political
Philosophy in Early China (Oxford University Press, 2021), March 24, 2022.



“The Origins and Legacies of Moral and Political Thought in China: A Book Discussion
with Tao Jiang,” University of Leiden, Leiden, Netherlands, March 23, 2022.

“Why Confucius Matters Today: Was the Sage a Subversive?” China Institute, New
York, NY, Feb. 22, 2022.

“The Great Divergence: Mozi and Mencius on Justice and Humaneness,” Whitman
College, Walla Walla, WA, Feb. 10, 2022.

“Personal Freedom and the Good Life in the Zhuangzi,” Mahan Lecture, Gettysburg
College, Gettysburg, PA, Nov. 15, 2021.

“Zhuangzi and the Tragedy of Personal Freedom in Chinese History,” Numata Lecture,
University of Calgary, Calgary, Canada, Oct. 29, 2021.

Invited speaker at Nanquan Forum on “Ordinary Mind is the Way: Chan and Chinese
Culture” (F# & 9P B T4k » 2019 ° @A %A ) in Mount Jivhua 7
¥ 1 in China, July 21, 2019.

“Non-attachment as an Epistemic Virtue: The Case of Linji,” in Fudan conference on
Sosa Encountering Chinese philosophy, Fudan University, Shanghai, China, April 26-27,
2019

“An Alternative Interpretation of Immediacy in the Linji [u,” in “Zen Buddhism: Roots
and Branches” conference at Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton, FL, Nov. 2-3,
2018.

“Sinology’s Three Roles in Doing Classical Chinese Philosophy,” in the panel
“Integrating Chinese Studies and Chinese Philosophy: Problems and New
Methodological Orientations,” the annual meeting of Association for Asian Studies
(AAS), Washington, D.C., March 23-25, 2018.

“Moral Therapy and the Partialist Anxiety: Mencius Encountering Slote,” International
Conference on “Michael Slote Encountering Chinese Philosophy,” Chinese University of
Hong Kong, Hong Kong, March 16-17, 2018.

“Personal Freedom and the Good Life in the Zbuangzi: An Early Daoist Vision,”
symposium on Confucianism: Joy along the Way, Rutgers University, New Brunswick,
NJ, Nov. 10, 2017.

“Family and its discontent in early Chinese thought,” Comparative Literature Lunch

talk, Pennsylvania State University, State College, PA, Oct. 23, 2017.



“Incommensurability of two conceptions of reality,” Rutgers Philosophy Club, New
Brunswick, NJ, Oct. 13, 2017.

Invited participant, “Sacred Ground: Religious Pluralism and Prejudice in the American
Experiment,” Socrates Summer Seminar at the Aspen Institute, Aspen, CO, July 7-10,
2017.

“Character and Freedom in Zen Buddhism: The Case of the Linji [u,” in the
international conference, “Seon (Chan, Zen) Buddhism: New Scholarly Perspectives,”
Dongguk University, Seoul, South Korea, June 27-28, 2017.

“Sinological Challenges to Chinese Philosophy in the American Academy,” in the panel
“Chinese Philosophy’s Place in the Modern Academy,” 11th East-West Philosophers
Conference, University of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI, May 26-31, 2016.

“Oneness and its Discontent: Contesting Ren in Classical Chinese Philosophy,” in
International Conference on Oneness in Philosophy and Religion, City University of
Hong Kong, Hong Kong, April 25-27, 2015.

“When Buddha Nature was not the Buddha Nature: Foxing, Shen and the Birth of a
New Conception of Mind in Early Medieval China,” in the International Conference on

“East Asian Cultures and Thoughts,” National Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan, May
22-23, 2014.

“Zhuangzi and Isaiah Berlin on Freedom,” Centennial Celebration Conference of the
Philosophy Department at Peking University, Beijing, China, Oct. 18-19, 2012.

“Incompatibility of Two Conceptions of Reality: Dependent Origination and Emptiness
in Nagarjuna’s MMXK,” Society for Asian and Comparative Philosophy annual meeting,
Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, IL, Oct. 11-14, 2012.

“You cannot eat your cake and have it too!” Xvrh Congress of the International
Association of Buddhist Studies, Dharma Drum Buddhist College, Taipei, Taiwan, June
2011.

“Positive and Negative Freedom in Classical Chinese Thought,” annual meeting of the
Association for Asian Studies (AAS), Philadelphia, PA, March 27, 2010.

“Relationality of the Self and Freedom in Classical Chinese Thought,” American
Philosophical Association eastern division annual meeting, New York, NY, Dec. 30,
2009.



Public
Facing

Activities

“Transcendence and Immanence in the Conceptualizations of the Subliminal Mind,”
International Association for Buddhist Studies Conference, Emory University, Atlanta,
GA, June 23-29, 2008.

“Two Conceptions of Freedom in Classical Chinese Thought,” invited presentation at
Dao, Mind, and Language: A Conference in Honor of Chad Hansen, University of
Hong Kong, Hong Kong, May 30-31, 2008.

“Four Conditions in Xuanzang’s Cheng Weishi Lun,” invited presentation at
International Conference on East Asian Yogicira Buddhism, Sun Yet-Sen University,
Guangzhou, China, Dec. 9-11, 2007.

Invited respondent, “Discussing Dana: A One-Day Symposium on Buddhist Charity,”
Princeton University, Princeton, NJ, May 3, 2014.

“Construction of Buddha Nature in Medieval China,” Comparative Philosophy Seminar
at Columbia University, New York, NY, Oct. 25, 2013.

Invited presentation on the history of Chinese Buddhism, open to New Jersey
K-12 educators organized by the Teach China Program of the China Institute, New
Brunswick, NJ, July 7, 2010.

“Spiritual Freedom in Classical Chinese Thought,” Columbia University Neo-Confucian
Studies Seminar, New York, NY, Nov. 13, 2009.

Keynote address, Southern Illinois University Edwardsville Undergraduate Students

Philosophy Conference, “Contexts and Comparison: Xuanzang and Freud on the
Subliminal Mind,” Edwardsville, IL, Oct. 26-27, 2007.

Discussion with journalist Ian Johnson (New York Review of Books and Pulitzer-prize
winner) on conceptions of hell in Chinese religions, Asia Society, New York, NY, March
15, 2023

Interview by Robert Lawrence Kuhn on a wide range of topics in Chinese and Buddhist
philosophies, “Closer to Truth” Program of the PBS, New York, NY, March 12, 2023.

Interviewed by the New Books Network on my book, Origins of Moral-Political
Philosophy in Early China (Oxford University Press, 2021), March 24, 2022.

Talk on “Why Confucius Matters: Was the Sage a Subversive?”, China Institute, New
York, NY, February 2, 2022.



Honors
&
Awards

Interviewed by The Philadelphia Inquirer for the article, “Coronavirus hasn’t reached
Philly. But fear and racism are spreading,” published on February 4, 2020.

Interview by iFeng News Bl B #, a popular Chinese-language news network
headquartered in Hong Kong, on conceptions of freedom and their place in Chinese

politics prior to the modern period, July 21, 2019.

Discussion with New York Times journalist Ian Johnson on “Religion and the
Rebuilding of China’s Moral Foundations,” moderated by Los Angeles Times journalist
Barbara Demick. China Institute, New York, NY, June 7, 2018.

Joseph Levenson Prize Honorable Mention for distinguished scholarship on pre-1900
China, Origins of Moral-Political Philosophy in Early China (Oxford University Press),

Association for Asian Studies 2023
Presidential Outstanding Faculty Scholar Award, Rutgers University 2022
Leonard Hastings Schoff Publication Fund, Columbia University 2021
Research Council Publication Subvention Fund, Rutgers University 2021

“Confucianism: Joy in Following the Way,” Grants for Comparative Research in Ethics
and Religion, Yale Center for Faith and Culture, Co-PI with Philip J. Ivanhoe (City
University of Hong Kong) 2017

National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Institute on “Human Rights in

Conflict: Interdisciplinary Perspectives” 2006

National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar on “Law, State, and
Individual in Ancient Greece, Rome, and China” 2003

Recognized for exceptional scholarship and services, College of Liberal Arts, Southern
Illinois University Carbondale 2003



